150                THE LIFE OF LORD CARSON
unseen struggle between the Government and the Trade Union
leaders, represented in the Cabinet by Arthur Henderson.
On the 18th Bonar Law wrote to Carson again begging for
another postponement; on the 19th Mr. Asquith told the House
that there were still material points of disagreement in the
Cabinet, and that if these points are not settled by agreement
the result must be the break up of the Government. " As the
Cabinet was united in believing that such an event would be a
disaster of the most formidable kind," it proposed a few more
days of deliberation and would meet the House again on the
25th.
On the 20th Bonar Law wrote again to Carson:
" We have come to an agreement and I enclose it. This is the
proposal arranged between the Army Council and Henderson
and both accept it.
" It will be announced and a statement with discussion will
take place on Tuesday in a secret session, and, of course, if you
wish to move your motion, it can be done next day, . . ."
Mr. Winston Churchill had returned from the Front to take
his share in the debate, " E. and I dined with the Winston
Churchills," Lady Carson noted in her Diary. " Who would have
thought that could ever have happened ? He talks an awful lot
and gave me the impression his tongue works faster than his
brain, though it goes pretty fast."
Neither Carson nor his friends had much hope of the Secret
Session.
" My forecast is," Lord Milner wrote to Carson on the 24th
April, 1916, u that both your audience and mine [the House of
Lords] will be pretty well fogged. Evidently we have been diddled
again and the Government are going in for another half measure.
They have been driven nokntes volentes, to accept the principle of
all-round compulsion; but having it, they will naturally carry it
out as lamely and as clumsily as possible. Still they will make a
pretence of doing ft all that is necessary,' c all that the Army
Council has asked for,' etc., and our wobblers will be anxious to
try and believe them*                                      v
" The atmosphere, therefore, is not likely to be favourable to
aggressive tactics* At the same time 1 don't myself feel inclined
to pretend that a sham is anything else but a sham____"